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Post-season nears for UTPA sports
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MinuteMan against Mexico

Panorama
premieres
Monday

By CLAUDETTE GONZALES
The Pan American
Concerned citizens from
across the nation are converging in
Arizona throughout the month of
April to monitor the influx of illegal aliens into the United States.
They hope to get media exposure
and thereby convince Congress to
give the U.S. Border Patrol additional funding and manpower to
guard the country’s borders.
Described as “the largest
neighborhood watch in America,”

By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
As the school year comes to a
close, it’s time to reflect on the
activities, events and headlines that
made up 2004-2005 at The
University of Texas-Pan American.
All year, a group of university students worked to produce Panorama
magazine, an annual publication
that seeks to capture memories of
the past school year.
On May 2, Panorama will be
released with the theme of
Metamorphosis. With a new president, an ever-changing community
and a newsworthy year, the magazine wants to reach readers on a
more personal level. Dägoberto
Pérez, editor-in-chief and creative
director, said he believes this year’s
edition will be the best yet.
“We put together an aesthetically pleasing and creative piece
that we believe will be appealing to
faculty, staff, and especially students,” Pérez said.
As the magazine’s slogan
implies, Panorama is for students,
about students and by students.
However, the magazine has sections that should appeal to everyone.
Panorama will be distributed
throughout the remainder of the
semester. For more information or
if students are interested in participating with next year’s Panorama,
please call 381-2541 or visit COAS
170. Applications will be available
on May 5.
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the MinuteMan Project (MMP) is
the brainchild of Chris Simcox,
owner
of
the
Tombstone
Tumbleweed newspaper, and Jim
Gilchrist, an accountant from
California.
The MinuteMen are a group of
volunteers from all over the country who have traveled to
Tombstone, Ariz. to station themselves along a 23-mile strip of the Photos courtesy of minutemanproject.com
border in Cochise County, notori- HIDE AND SEEK – With the creation
ous for being the busiest smuggling of the MinuteMan project, illegal immiroute between the U.S. and grants will have another obstacle

See MINUTEMAN page 11 when trying to cross the border.

Security
concern
threatens
drivers
licence

Commencement
is end of the
road for ’05
graduates
By DELISA GUADARRAMA
The Pan American
Commencement can be bittersweet
for many graduates. The end of the structured schooling system, the routine and the
shield from having to find a
job are some moments in
the near future.
Traditionally universities and colleges have
invited speakers to motivate and inspire students at
graduation; to push them
into that next level of life.
Speakers might talk about their own personal experiences, challenges and how
they have become successful in their own
lives.

By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American

So I
graduated,
now what?

See GRADUATION page 11

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

Research conducted on environmental hazards
Special to The Pan American
A small agricultural industrial
town in the Rio Grande Valley
with a largely Hispanic population
is not only known for citrus fruit,
but also as the home of two Texas
Superfund sites. Although remediation work is complete on one
area, the Hayes–Sammons site
remains controversial.
Over the past three months
senior journalism student Hazel
Herrera, and faculty advisers
Wallis Hutton and Ruben
Mazariegos of the Physics and

Geology Department have been
working on a research project
maping a series of potential environmental hazards in the Rio
Grande Valley.
“The projects aim is to combine both enthnographic photojournalism with a geographic spatial database using geographical
information systems (GIS),”
Herrera said. “With the combination of these fields we may present
both the story that is the human
aspect and the visual geographical
distribution of the affected region
with (GIS) mapping.”

Hutton went on to describe
how the project has the potential
to use data available from the
Texas Department of Health and
FEMA (Federal
Emergency
Management Agency) to construct
possible hazard maps of the study
region. He said that the project
would also be key for the
Chemistry Department.
The pilot study area is the
town of Mission, where the Texas
Natural Resource Conservation
Commission (TNRCC), now

See RESEARCH page 11

A Texas house committee has
approved a bill that would allow
Mexican citizens living in the state
of Texas to get a driver’s license or
Department of Public Safety ID
using a matricula consular. This
would apply to illegal as well as
legal Mexican citizens living in the
United States.
The matricula consular is an
ID card issued by the Mexican government to its citizens who are living abroad. To get the card
Mexican citizens must appear
before a consulate and present an
original birth certificate to prove
nationality, give a photo ID, prove
residency and pay a fee. Although
the federal government has recommended that states not accept them,
matricula consulars are currently
used by major banks as valid ID.
Opposition against the bill is
mounting. Texas Governor Rick
Perry has cited national security
concerns about placing faith in a
document tied to a government
database that is not secure from
tampering, as well as Mexico’s
lack of a central birth registry.
Here in the Valley, reactions to
this bill are mixed.

See SECURITY page 11
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Addicted Americans: Too much of too many things

More than twothirds of Americans
have been touched
by drug or alcohol
addiction. The numbers who have been
touched by any type
of addiction would
be more shocking, if
Omaira Galarza it existed.
This number is
being ignored because substance abuse is
considered the mother of all addictive beasts
because it affects a person’s neurological
dynamic. Problems such as exercise addiction and habitual shopping are just as damaging to an individual, but they are being cast
aside by many professionals.
What is or is not labeled an addiction
varies depending on who is discussing the
issue.
According to a Japanese online newspaper, The Daily Yomiuri, there are countless
types of addictions including nicotine, heroin,
alcohol, shopping, exercise and work. To
simplify, they are often divided into three categories – addiction to substances, behavioral
addictions and relationship addictions.
A statement on the British Broadcasting
Channel Web site reads, “addiction can take

many forms including: alcohol, drugs, sex
and shopping.”
Rehabilitation, treatment and counseling
facilities exist across the country to help people battle these addictions, but the majority,
including La Hacienda Treatment Center in
Texas Hill Country and Treatment Associates
of McAllen, focus on substance abuse treatment rather than acknowledging the negative
effects of any and all addictive behavior.
Dr. Phil wrote on WebMD message board
that the methods used to promote recovery
from addictions are similar across different
problems including overeating, excessive
Internet usage and masturbation.
If the methods are similar, then treatment
facilities should acknowledge all forms of
addiction like the mental institution in “Girl,
Interrupted.”
According to La Hacienda Treatment
Center program director David Hauke, the
latest definition of addiction shows that there
is only one type. The only true form of addiction is chemical-based, which could be anything from alcohol to cocaine. In order for
something to be lumped under this label, it
must chemically change behavior in the
brain. Anything else, such as compulsive
behavior, is apparently mimicking addiction.
However, Hauke also said that a common

occurrence with patients is that they attempt
to eliminate their problem by substituting on
addiction for another. Substitution is a
defense mechanism that gives people an outward sense that they have addressed the problem, but as far as their brain is concerned, one
is as good as the other. Hauke believes that
people often look to substances because they
have an underlying emotional problem, so
substitution is an easy way to evade the deeper issue.
A coffee-lover can substitute tea in order
to get their caffeine fix, and an alcoholic can
substitute soda in order to satisfy their addiction. Wait a minute. Sounds like addictions
are not exclusively linked to chemicals.
If the root of the addiction still exists,
regardless of what form in which it presents
itself, such as chemical dependency, gambling or sexual addictions, the self-abusiveness is still being inflicted and the emotional
harm is equal no matter the vice.
But the deepest issue really is that people
have problems, whether they are considered
addictions by doctors across the board or simply copycat behavior, addictive tendencies
exist in human beings, and that is dangerous.
Addiction by another name would appear
as destructive.

Final Exam Schedule: Final Exams will be held May 5 -- 12
Classes That Meet Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
MWF 7:45 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
MWF 8:45 a.m. - 9:35 a.m.
MWF 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 p.m.
MWF 10:45 a.m. - 11:35 a.m.
MWF 11:45 a.m. - 12: 35 a.m.
MWF 12:45 p.m. - 1:35 p.m.
MWF 1:45 p.m. - 2:35 p.m.
MWF 2:45 p.m. - 3:35 p.m.
MWF 3:45 p.m. - 4:35 p.m.

Mon, May 9, - 7:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Tues, May 10 - 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Thurs, May 12 - 7:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Wed, May 11 - 12:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Mon, May 9 - 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Tues, May 10 - 12:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed, May 11 - 9.45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Wed, May 11 - 2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Thurs, May 12 - 9:45 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.

Classes That Meet Tuesdays and Thursdays
TR 7:45 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
TR 9:10 a.m. - 10:25 a.m.
TR 10:35 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
TR 1:10 p.m. - 2:25 p.m.
TR 2:35 p.m. - 3:50 p.m.
TR 4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

Tues, May 10 - 7:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Mon, May 9 - 12:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed, May 11 - 7:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Thur, May 12 - 12:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Mon, May 9 - 2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Tues, May 10 - 2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 5, 2005
For ENG 1301 Classes
English 1301
English 1301
Evening English 1301 Classes

7:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.

Friday, May 6, 2005
For MATH Classes below
Math 1300 classes
Math 1334 classes
All Math 1340 classes

8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
10:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

SATURDAY CLASSES: Examinations will be given at regular
class time on May 7, 2005.
EVENING CLASSES: Final examinations will be given at regular
class time beginning Thursday, May 5, 2005 and ending Wednesday,
May 11, 2005 . (Classes beginning at 4:30 p.m. or after are considered evening classes.)

NEWS
Web aids in prof search
By CLAUDETTE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
When registering for next semester’s
classes, students at The University of
Texas-Pan American now have the help of
a Web site called Pick-A-Prof, allowing
students to exchange thoughts about what
professors are best to take for a class,
among many other academic affairs.
Based in Austin, Pick-A-Prof was started in April 2000 by Chris Chilek and John
Cunningham, who first came up with the
idea while they were students at Texas
A&M University. There, they found themselves constantly asking friends about
which professors were good or bad and
why.

According to Karen Bragg, director of
university relations for Pick-A-Prof, the
Web site has been wildly popular with students at over 100 schools.
“We started at UT Austin and Texas
A&M and within the first year and a half
we had 80 percent market penetration
which means that 80 percent of the students at those two schools were using our
website,” said Bragg. “Since then, everywhere we’ve gone we’ve been really successful.”
At www.PickAProf.com, students have
access to several useful services such as
grade histories, student reviews, schedule
planner, textbook reservation and a study
buddy.

Summer leadership program
invites local success stories
By KRISTINA CAVAZOS
The Pan American
Big plans are well underway for The
University of Texas-Pan American sponsored
Leadership Conference Series this summer.
The conference is scheduled from May
through September, at the Tower Club in
McAllen, and promises to bring in big-business leaders.
“Historically, the small businesses in our
area have trouble branching out from the
mom-and-pop small businesses,” said the
coordinator of the event, Haithum Alahaddad,
who is also a business development specialist.
“We are hoping to bring in leaders in the community who have proven themselves as successful to show small business owners how to
grow.”
“This is an outstanding opportunity for our
students and community,” said Sylvia
Magoni, public relations specialist at UTPA.
“It is a chance to listen and learn from those
successful businessmen and women who have
made it.”

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCES
Banking
April 7- Embassy Suites
Mr. R. David Guerra,
President – International Bank of
Commerce
Mr. A. Javier Rodriguez,
President – Lone Star National Bank
Mr. Carlos Garza,
President – Inter National Bank
Entrepreneurship
May 5- UTPA Annex
Mr. Jaime Rodriguez, Entrepreneur
Mr. Rick Guerra, Entrepreneur
Health
June 2- McAllen Country Club
Mr. Daniel McLean,
President – McAllen Medical Center
Mr. William Burns,
President – Rio Grande Regional Hospital

Among those invited is a prominent businessman well-known for his energetic commercials, Kirk Clark, who will be a presenter
at the event.
“I am totally flattered to be invited,” Clark
said. “I believe in the importance of education. This is my 37th year in the automobile
industry and I’m also branching out into art
and poetry writing, with an emphasis in
BAGU, a Chinese poetry of no more than five
lines.”
Clark said that he believes business leaders and students need foremost to learn how
to balance life and the importance of leaving
a legacy.
“I hope to share with others the fundamentals of success,” Clark said. “My philosophy is that if my life were like a candle, I hope
that when my life is done, I have not left any
wax or wick still left, because I gave it my
all!”
The event is sponsored by the McAllen
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and The
University of Texas-Pan American Small
Business Development Center.

SIFE sweeps. . . . . . . . . . . 4
Social work . . . . . . . . . . 4
Youth smoking . . . . . . . . . 5

Bragg said the grade history information for each class taught by a professor is
obtained directly from university records.
This information includes the percentage
of people who got an A, B, C, D or F as
well as the percentage of students who

dropped the class.
“One of the services we consider most
important is the grade history. You’ll see
the number of A’s through F’s and the
number of people who dropped,” said

See PROF page 12

Source: Jeffrey Schwartz

Staff dedication and contributions awarded
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
At the 17th Annual Staff Awards Ceremony,
held on Monday at the Student Union, the hard
work by the \staff at The University of Texas-Pan
American was officially recognized and rewarded by the Vice President for Business Affairs,
James Langabeer, and the administration.
Awards presented at the ceremony were:
Length of Service Awards, which are presented to
employees who have completed five years of
service to the University; Service Retirement
Awards, Staff Senate Awards, Outstanding
Suggestion Award, Meritorious Service Awards,
Distinguished Service Award and the President’s
Excellence Award.
According to Alicia Morley, training coordinator with the Office of Human Resources, the
nomination and selection process is fairly simple.
“A supervisor nominates the individual
employee and provides a detailed explanation as
to why they should be awarded. The supervisor
submits the nomination to the respective vice

president for approval who then forwards it to the
President for final confirmation,” said Morley.
“The number of Meritorious Service Awards
are dependent upon the number of staff employees within each division,” Morley said. “The
University usually awards only one Outstanding
Suggestion, Distinguished Service and
President’s Excellence Award, although occasionally we do have situations in which two of
these awards will be presented, but not often.”
The recipients of the length of service and
retirement awards receive a certificate that commemorates the length of time the recipient was
employed as well as a university seal label pin.
Employees with over 20 years of service also
receive a UTPA watch or clock. Special service
awards consist of a plaque, citation or monetary
award.
Morley believes the event is something the
staff annually anticipates.
“Since this is the only officially function to
recognize the employees on a campus wide level,
I really think the employees look forward to the
ceremony,” Morley said.

Commerce
July 7- Tower Club
Mr. Bud Payne,
President – Payne Auto Group
Mr. Kirk Clark,
President Clark Chevrolet
Education
August 4- Cimarron Country Club
Dr. Blandina Cardenas, President –
The University of Texas-Pan American
Dr. Shirley Reed,
President – South Texas College
Law
September 1- UTPA Annex
Mr. Thomas Wingate,
President – Security Land Title Company
Judge Leticia Lopez

Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

UNITED TO SERVE— Leslie Gower of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) addresses students and faculty about programs offered by their organization. CASA was one of several Valley organizations participating in Tuesday’s meeting addressing abuse.
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Social work organization attended rally in Austin
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
There are students among the community of
The University of Texas-Pan American who are
striving to make a difference. Only these students
aren’t going about it in the expected way.
The Social Work Student Association
(SWSA) is a student-led organization that provides participants with opportunities to learn
about the social work profession through information exchange and active involvement in various projects, both on campus and in the community.
The SWSA is compiled of 30 members, all of
whom are interested in approaching social work
from a student perspective.
According to Nora Mae Mesa, SWSA president, the club goes beyond the usual circumstances and strives to make a real difference in the
community of The Rio Grande Valley. With
members being from Edinburg to Brownsville,
the club knows that they need to serve all different types of ways.
“The organization proves a network to help

Courtesy of USWSA

SOCIAL WALK - Members of the Social Work Student Association march at the Capitol
on Feb. 15 in Austin. Students were participating in Student Day at the Legislature.

each other out and also to do community service
with each other,” Mesa said.
Other activities included participating in

events sponsored by the Comfort House in
McAllen, as well as at the Rio Grande Valley
Live Stockshow in Mercedes.

“We try to get out as much as we can,” Mesa
said. “We have members from all over so we
have to represent well.”
However, the most prestigious, and seemingly fulfilling activity the club took part in was
Student Day at the Legislature at the Texas State
Capitol in February. Social work students from
across the state attended, bonding over a march
and rally to the Capitol.
“What we did was look for the representatives
from our area,” Mesa explained. “We then went
to speak to them in their offices at the Capitol. We
voiced our concerns and were able to talk to
them, maybe find out how they vote on certain
topics.”
Mesa explained that since the Texas
Legislature only meets every two years, it was
very important to the group to attend the day and
voice their concerns.
“We want to do what’s best for our clients,”
Mesa said. “That’s what matters to us.”
The most recent event is a luncheon for the
Spring 2005 graduates. Mesa explained it’s a way
to congratulate the graduates, and thank them for
all they have done for the department.

SIFE sweeps regional competition
By HILDA LORIA
The Pan American
For the first time in the 15-year history of
regional competition, members of the 20042005 University of Texas-Pan American student organization, Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE), swept the competition. The group was
declared Regional Champions in their league
at the annual SIFE USA Regional Competition
held April 11-12 in Dallas. UTPA was the only
UT system school to advance.
The team from UTPA outperformed The
University of Texas at Austin, Texas A&M
International University, Prairie View A&M
University and Emporia State University
(Kan.) in the individual topic categories of
Entrepreneurship, Personal Financial Success
Skills, Business Ethics and Free Market
Economics to take top honors at the tournament, earning them a spot to compete at the
annual SIFE USA National Exposition in
Kansas City, Miss. this May.
The champion team of the National
Exposition earns a spot to compete at SIFE
World Cup.
“What they did … was just amazing. They
took it up to the next level,” SIFE adviser and
department chair of economics Alberto Davila
said. “They were right on the money, and they
left the judges completely in awe.”
As adviser, Davila helped the team prepare
by attending the team practices and meetings.
Impressed by what he saw, all he had to tell the
team was to just do the exact presentation all
over again at competition.
“They are a self-contained, creative group
that really needs very little guidance,” Davila
said. “They developed their own projects.
They have great leadership, great membership.”
At competition, SIFE teams present written
reports and an audio-visual presentation to a
panel of judges consisting of company vice
presidents and other entrepreneurs at the
regional level and corporate executive officers
and other executives at the national level.
Judges usually follow up with a questionand-answer portion following the presentation.
The teams are judged according to how well
they impact the improvement of their communities and their country through their projects
that are aimed to educate on the benefits of a

free enterprise system.
Competition begins with more than 870
schools, 180 of which advance to nationals.
From nationals, 20 teams compete in the semifinals. Last year, UTPA participated in the
semifinals.
“I think we have a really good chance at
nationals this year,” said SIFE Chairman Noe
Estrada, a senior majoring in international
business. “We’ll probably hit even the big Ivy
schools, but I think we could do really well
against them.”
Estrada believes the reason the team does
so well is because they have developed close
relationships with each other that go beyond
just being teammates.
“One thing that really makes us different
from other teams is that they see the passion –
the passion that we have providing the change,
the passion we have when we work together,
and the passion when we are presenting in
front of them,” said SIFE President Jesus D.
Gonzalez, a business management major.
Photo courtesy of SIFE
SIFE is a global, non-profit organization
that has a vision to promote positive change in SWEET SUCCESS – The UTPA student organization Students in Free Enterprise
communities and ultimately the world through (SIFE) were declared Regional Champions and are advancing to the National
competition.
these student projects.
There are more than 1,600 SIFE organiza- Estrada, the organization is planning a possible
“We have had a great time and at the same
tions in university campuses of 40 countries project this summer in Belize.
time we’re doing these projects, we’re learning
throughout the world, and in the United States
“We come up with projects when we hear from these people,” Gonzalez said. “It has
alone, there are more than 800 college campus- about a need,” Estrada said. “Everything we’re been a very rewarding experience for all of
es with an active SIFE organization. The learning in class…we’re putting into practice.” us.”
organization is open to all majors.
Earlier this year, Gonzalez led a project
Aside from being a rewarding experience,
“Each school year, SIFE Team members which involved teaching kids basic economic the organization has opened doors to a number
prepare educational outreach projects that concepts. At the end of the course, the students of career opportunities for its members.
focus on helping communities better under- received their own $50 savings account from
“When you can identify demands and prostand and utilize the value and benefits of the Lone Star Bank that they cannot take money vide solutions to company problems, firms
free enterprise system,” the organization said from until they turn 18. The accounts serve as want to hire you,” Estrada said. He explained
on its official Web site. “SIFE challenges stu- starting investments that will assist them in that the national competition can provide SIFE
dents to take what they are learning in the their future college educations.
members with opportunities to network and
classroom and apply their knowledge in real
“We have the opportunity to work with possibly get job offers from big companies that
working situations to better themselves, their these kids in our community,” Gonzalez said. personally come to you to work for them.
communities and their countries.”
“We know that we are providing a good
Davila praised the team as a group of stuAt UTPA, those projects have included change, [and] we’re doing something posi- dents who are self-driven.
seminars directed to teaching students about tive.”
“The rewarding aspect is to see the talent
finances, budgets and credit cards, a joint colTogether, the 35 members prepared for that this university is producing…the high
laboration with the local congressman to spon- competition by evaluating projects, practicing quality of students at this university and to see
sor a Social Security Forum and mentoring presentations and giving each other feedback it first hand and to be associated with them perprograms to help children who are in need.
for improvement. Estrada emphasized that the sonally,” Davila said.
The organization has also expanded it’s organization’s success at competition was a
Estrada excitedly explained how he hopes
projects to other countries like Mexico, Costa team effort and not the work of just one specif- the team will be able to represent the United
Rica and Honduras. Under the leadership of ic individual.
States in the World Cup.

HEALTH
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Student smoking on the rise despite risks
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
Recent anti-smoking campaigns
are declaring the truth about tobacco
by running advertisements with facts
such as, “About one out of every five
deaths in the United States can be
attributed to tobacco products,” and
“Every eight seconds someone in the
world dies due to tobacco.”
Nevertheless, tobacco use is no
longer decreasing among middle and
high school students, according to
the Centers for Disease Control.
A survey conducted by the CDC
found that more than one out of five
high school students and one out of
12 middle school students said they
were cigarette smokers in a national
survey of 31,774 students.
Melinda Rodrgiuez, nursing professor at The University of TexasPan American, believes the cause of
the increases is because smoking is
the thing to do.
“Peer pressure is great (in middle
school and high school),” Rodriguez
said. “In order to solve the problem
the age limit must be raised and
those selling to minors must be prosecuted or penalized along with
proactive education in the schools at
an early age to teach children the
hazards of tobacco use should be
implemented.”
Junior biology major Esmie
Morida’s favorite brand of cigarettes
is Camel “Turkish Gold” and she

started smoking two years ago
because of curiosity.
“I usually smoke two or three cigs
a day, when I drink about seven,”
Morida said. “I drink when I am with
my friends or when I am alone. But
if I go days without smoking it does
not affect me.”
The increase of tobacco use has
caused the federal government to
focus on implementing smoking-prevention measures targeting youths.
“I started smoking when I was in
high school, my friend just offered
me one,” Johnny Ortiz, a sophomore
majoring in business administration,
said.
However, Ortiz feels the antismoking campaigns are not effective
enough.
“I know smoking is bad,” Ortiz
said. “But hearing about it doesn’t
make me want to stop.”
Morida usually smokes when she
is out drinking with friends or when
she is feeling stressed or upset. She
also said she was disappointed to
hear about the increasing use of cigarettes among young people.
“I think that this is sad because
many young people do not know the
consequences and have a high probability of becoming addicted,”
Morida
said.
Addiction can lead to health problems such as Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD). There
are several chronic and acute conditions that fall under this diagnosis.
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They include: Acute and Chronic
Asthma, Acute and Chronic
Bronchitis,
Emphysema
and
Pulmonary Fibrosis.
“Students should worry and
understand that the development of
one of these conditions could be the
consequence of years of smoking,”
Rodriguez said. “In respect to chewing tobacco, there are forms or oral
and throat cancer that can be related
to prolonged use.”
The CDC suggests when trying to
quit smoking, not to smoke any number of any kind of cigarettes.
Smoking even a few cigarettes a day
can hurt your health. Because nicotine is so addictive, if you switch to
lower-nicotine brands you’ll likely
just puff harder, longer and more
often on each cigarette. The only safe
choice is to quit completely.
Individuals should also know that
it will take effort to quit smoking.
There are many ways smokers quit,
including using nicotine replacement
products (gum and patches), but
there is no easy way, according to the
CDC Web site.
Sometimes quitting takes help,
many groups offer written materials,
programs and advice to help smokers
quit for good.
“My advice to those who want to
stop smoking is to seek medical
advice and treatment,” Rodriguez
said. “These individuals can find this
help through their primary healthcare providers.”

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

SPARKING IT UP - Freshman Rey Castillo is one of the many students at UTPA who gets his nicotine fix between and after classes.
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A magnetic force: Jeremy Qualls
By NICOLE BOYCHUK
The Pan American
Jeremy Qualls is not your typical
physics professor. While there is a tendency for culture clashes between
physics, chemistry and engineering
researchers, Qualls welcomes the
opportunity to work with the different
departments.
Bob Jones, a
manufacturing
engineering
professor and
colleague of
Qualls’, said,
“The
thing
that’s a little
unusual about
Jeremy is that
he’s happy to
QUALLS
collaborate with
engineers. He’s
happy to do basic science that has
some probable immediate possible
applications. Those aren’t necessarily
given with physicists these days.”
Jones said sending engineering students to work with physicists isn’t
always productive, but it has worked
quite well with Qualls. His students are
designing a chamber for Qualls to use
in his magnet. Qualls’ specialty is
studying magnets and high magnetic
fields. The relationship is mutual, however. Jones said having access to
Qualls’ equipment is a valuable
resource. Also, the research Qualls
does with magnets is helpful for Jones
and some of the challenges he faces as
an engineer.

WHY MAGNETS?
Though Qualls graduated from
East Tennessee State University with
an undergraduate degree in physics, he
originally enrolled as a pre-med biology major. When he was taking some
physics courses required for his major,
one of his professors told him he was
good at physics and that he should
check out the department. Qualls said
he realized after a while he was good at
it, and he really liked it. He questioned
pursuing a career in medicine and
decided to make the switch.
After graduating in 1994 from
ETSU, Qualls followed the advice of
his professor, who suggested he attend
Florida State University for graduate
school, where the National High
Magnetic Field Lab had just been built.
He completed both his master’s and
doctoral degrees in physics at FSU,
and while there he worked as a
research assistant in the national lab.
He got involved in a group that
researched high magnetic fields and
metals. The research he does now is an
extension of what he did at the graduate level.
“What I do is I try to understand
exactly how the electricity goes
through materials,” he said. “I look at
the magnetic properties of those materials. Some materials are magnetic,
some aren’t, so I try to understand
why.”According to Qualls, electrons
behave differently at low temperatures
or when inside magnetic fields. There
are interactions among the electrons in
which they “talk” to each other, which
is called electron-electron interaction.

When the electrons talk to the material
they’re inside of it’s called an electron
phonon interaction. These interactions
lead to unusual behaviors, but they
have not been well understood in the
science community
“My first interest is understanding
things that people don’t, answering
new questions, answering questions
that haven’t been really addressed or
understood before,” he explained.
Qualls says his research has both a
fundamental and applied approach. He
tries to understand electron interactions, and why metals and insulators
behave in different ways. This part is
purely scientific. Alot of the interesting
findings only happen at really low temperatures or in really high magnetic
fields. The applied part of his research
can be related directly to electronics.
The metals he works with are lighter
than typical metals and can be used for
different, specialized electronic
devices such as connectors, transistors,
capacitors, and electronic filters. His
desire is to Areally push understanding
and make better devices.
He notes one of the ambitions of
modern science is to have a room-temperature superconductor because it’s
never been done before.
“The ideal is to understand it well
enough that we can have this at very
high temperatures so we can use them
in all our commercial items,” Qualls
said.
A superconductor allows electricity
to flow through metal with no heating.
Compared to a typical conductor,
superconductivity only happens at low

Photo courtesy of Jeremy Qualls

CRYSTALIZING THE TRUTH – Qualls’ research is focused on if electricity
goes through materials, and why or why not it may do so. His most recent
project looks more closely at electricity and crystals (above).

temperatures. If a superconductor
could work at room temperature, it
would “revolutionize our technology,”
according to Qualls. It could replace
wires in electronic devices, which
would reduce energy loss and lifetime
of batteries. Superconductors are
found in some sound systems, and
superconducting wires are used in
MRIs, but otherwise, their use is confined mostly to science labs because of
the need for such a low temperature.
THE ROAD PRIOR TO UTPA
Qualls has been at the University of
Texas-Pan American for nearly three
years. Working alongside him is his
wife, So-Young Han, a professor in the
Department of Physics & Geology.
Han is originally from South Korea

and was attending graduate school at
FSU when they met. Qualls introduced
her to his area of research on magnetic
fields. The two still work together, and
Han says they help each other because
they have different strengths.
“We are having our different specialties. I like the equations, solving
problems better. He likes working
with the machines,” she said.
Although Qualls grew up on a farm
in Tennessee with six siblings, he and
his wife are happy to make roots in the
Valley with their two young boys, Silas
and Orion. They reside in Edinburg
and would likely turn down offers elsewhere at this point.
Before coming to UTPA, Qualls

See PROFILE page 12

Local ‘Harvest’ to premiere this Saturday
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
An independent feature film
shot entirely in the Rio Grande
Valley last summer will be holding
its premiere at the Cine El Rey this
Saturday. The film, “Harvest of
Redemption,” will open to the general public at the same theatre on
Sunday.
“Harvest of Redemption” is
the true story of a friendship
between two racially diverse boys
whose friendship is tested by the
racial tensions of the Rio Grande
Valley in the 1920s. This story of
the diametric pulls of forgiveness
and revenge was born when producer, writer and actor Laura Elysa
Perez came across retired
Mercedes teacher Eddie Howell’s
touching story. Perez recruited her
former law school colleague Javier
Chapa to help turn the story into a
screenplay and ultimately direct the
movie.
Now, Perez is poised to turn that
auspicious beginning into a coming
out party for the whole town.
Although, she does admit the idea

of mass outside scrutiny of the
movie and her performance as
Carmelita Longoria makes her a bit
nervous.
“I hope the community that
made this project possible will
have an opportunity to share it and
be proud of it,” said Perez. “It’s

“...it’s worth it
when you have
such a beautiful
message as this
movie does,”
-Laura Elysa Perez,
kind of nerve-wracking to be put
out there but its worth it when you
have such a beautiful message as
this movie does. It really is an
honor to watch your project with
others when you’ve put your hearts
and souls into it.”
Saturday’s premiere is the culmination of over two years of work
for the 35-member crew who even
took up residence at the restored
mansion La Borde House in Rio

Grande City. The crew traveled up
and down the Rio Grande City area
for 30 days to make Harvest a reality.
Director Javier Chapa, originally from San Manuel, is looking forward to a brief pause in the work
and believes it was the time back
home in the Valley that really gave
the picture a life of its own.
“It’s been a long grueling
process and its time to take a deep
breath. We really want to give back
to the community which has helped
us immensely in this project,” said
Chapa. “This premiere is a celebration not just for the film but for
everyone who has worked or
helped to bring it to life. We really
want to encourage kids to seek out
the movie business and let them
know it is something they can really do.”
Next up for Chapa is selling the
movie. Immediately after the premiere weekend he and co-producer
Jorge Ramirez will travel to Austin
to work on selling the movie to
Cannes and go about the process of
putting it in stores.
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By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
If you’re watching television right now, celebrate with the world by grabbing that remote and
pressing the power button. It is officially TV
Turnoff Week, the international anti-TV festival.
Anyone can participate simply by keeping
their televisions off this week, or take a more
active approach by joining Jammer groups or purchasing TV—B—Gone universal remote controls. This year’s festival began April 25 and ends
on Sunday.
Adbusters magazine first launched TV
Turnoff Week in 1994. The online magazine was
one of the first of its kind in 1989.
“That was really when the Internet was just
kind of finding its feet and there wasn’t really
activism on it,” said Tim Walker, Adbusters campaign manager.
Now, Adbusters is more than just a magazine. They have expanded into three divisions:

magazine, campaigns and Powershift, an ad
agency that promotes solely social marketing
ideas rather than products, according to Walker.
The movement has become widespread with
events in Australia, Brazil, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Japan, Taiwan, Italy, the United States
and Mexico.
According to an Adbusters press release, in
the United States alone, it’s estimated that 7.6 million people participated in TV Turnoff 2004, with
over 19,000 events spread across every state. It
also read that the goal of the event is to shake up
routines and get people questioning the role of TV
in their lives. Event participants like Shawn
Zimmerman, a 20-year-old member of the Austin
Jammer group, agrees with the Adbusters’ goal.
Zimmerman said that it’s about, “discovering for yourself, and showing others that there is
much more to do than sit mindlessly in front of
the TV.”
People all over the country can sign up to be
Culture Jammers or prank savvy media activists.

The Adbusters Web site has an option to sign up
for local groups in areas across the globe including five cities in Texas.
This year the event is becoming more interactive. Adbusters is selling TV—B—Gone
remote controls for $10; these keychain-sized
devices can shut off almost any television in just
a few seconds without doing any damage to the
television.
Walker, who has been working for
Adbusters for two years, said that they made an
agreement with Cornfield Electronics to sell the
TV—B—Gone remotes at production cost for
this event.
Many supporters of this event believe that
society will not be lacking much by turning off the
tube.
“Most all television seems to exploit the negative and prey upon the insecurities of the public
without offering anything constructive in return
except for a new pill or a new pair of shoes to
make people feel better,” said Eric Dunham,

member of the Austin Jammer group and postgraduate student at the Academy of Oriental
Medicine in Austin.
However, not everyone agrees with the reasoning behind the movement.
“I think it’s a stupid thing because people are
just looking for something to protest,” said Seth
Martinez, junior English major. “People have
their favorite shows they want to watch and it’s
like they’re going to sacrifice it to do something
‘productive’ when it doesn’t bring as much pleasure as watching it.”
Adbusters work is not exclusive to TV
Turnoff. Those who don't support this event might
be interested in Unbrand America on July
4 or Blackspot Sneaker, an antiNIKE, anti-sweatshop campaign. Turnoff enthusiasts
can also become involved
with Media Carta, which
is the most closely related
to this week’s event.

Say hello to Farewell
Local band plays third show
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

Courtesy of Ivan Ramirez

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION — (Left) Omer Garcia III proudly exhibits artwork during his MFA
exhibit last week. After being displayed early Monday morning, (Right) Garcia’s paintings were
first tunred over and later removed from the gallery in the COAS building.

Hot Dog!

Not cool enough for school?

By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
Omer Garcia III, a graduate at The University
of Texas-Pan American tested how shallow the
waters are in terms of art expression and controversy. His work had been showcased in the Charles
and Dorothy Clark Gallery though last Wednesday.
But it took a couple of hours for his three pieces to
be put down at the University Gallery because
gallery representatives received complaints about
the pieces. Is censorship allowed at UTPA? Does
academic freedom exist only for professors?
Some students expressed their views on the
matter.
“I think we all should be open-minded about
that type of speech. That is why UTPA doesn’t
evolve, we’re still in the dark when it comes to
controversy,” education major Melissa Garcia

said.
On the other hand, some think that the university shouldn’t support certain types of art especially when they are offensive or lack taste.
“Art presented on campus should have some
kind of cultural value,” biology major Susana
Gonzalez said. “Some works of art are just too out
there. They often derogate our spirit. I think that
we should have certain guidelines for art on presented on campus,”
However, when you are the artist the situation
changes, as your work is the target in question.
But, according to Garcia, the artist, art doesn’t have
to fit everyone’s standards.
“I think it is important to show work that is
against the grain, against the norm of what people
expect, to make people aware that sometimes there
are things going on that not everyone is aware
about,” he said.

My Final Farewell is far from saying
their last goodbye.
The four-member Edinburg and
McAllen-based band will play tomorrow
night at 7 p.m. in Ristrettos Coffee Shop
across from The University of Texas-Pan
American. The show will be set at $5 a
person, and local bands such as Your
Valentine, The Latest Affair and Farewell
9 will also perform.
This is the group’s third show since
the band’s formation on Oct. 24. The
members describe their sound as punk
and scremo, which is a type of punk
music, and their sound has traces of their

influences, which include A Change of
Pace, Fallout Boy, Hawthorne Heights,
Silverstein, Bayside and “any band that
makes good music.”
The band has created ambitious
short-term and long-term plans. “We’re
working toward an EP [extended play
CD] and just playing shows,” said Steven
Salazar, My Final Farewell bassist.
Salazar said that getting to the point
they are at has taken a lot of thought,
time and sacrifices. But, the effort and
time they spend away from family and
friends during their Saturday rehearsals
are just one step toward future plans.
“Our long-term goals are to play
with our inspiration bands,” Salazar said.
“And tour the world.”

My Final Farewell
lineup
* Jake Albright
Vocals, guitar
* Steven Salazar
Bass
* C.K. Navarro
Guitar, vocals
Courtesy of My Final Farewell

Oi! Oi! — My Final Farewell, a local punk band that will
perform on Friday, rehearses once a week.

* Eddie Castro
Drums
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By Elizabeth Garcia
Art can come in unconventional ways or at least in unconventional places.
Nowadays, art expression is so diverse in execution that it manifests just about
anywhere. Such is the case of public space art, or street art.
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The public display of art can be found on telephone poles or
booths, walls, alleys, bridges or even sidewalks. Its purpose:
to use public space for public expression. Now, you might be
wondering what kind of art is being mentioned. And no, it is
not graffiti. It is necessary to understand the vision behind
street art and why some artists have chosen these so-called
speech zones to show their work, and not the usual gallery.
In the Rio Grande Valley we have great examples of public
space art. One of them is El Ren, a local artist known for his
interest in persuing art expression collectively using public
space as his canvas. According to El Ren, public space
allows his work to really connect with the people.
“My inspiration was to create a larger audience and to put art
where it can be seen by all because there is no entry fees
and no formal attire is necessary,” El Ren said. “I also wanted to make art more accessible and establish an anti-establishment art forum.”
According to El Ren, his artistic influences are the informal
market, and the world not seen by CNN. He is inspired by
Zapatistas, Rotuleros or Stencils, which he considers to be
the “poor man’s portable printing press.”
His current project is called “Les Nouvelles Recupérées/
Recycled News/ Noticias Recicladas.”
His unique art expression is focused on the events that
shape our present and he develops his work as current
events happen.
“There is a guiding principle in my projects and sometimes
they need to be broken. The works/projects are evolving as
they are being made and I have to expect the unexpected,”
El Ren said. “That is the only guiding principle that remains
constant.”
El Ren is also the spokesperson of Grupo Aire Libre (Open
Space Group), which presented their latest project
“Zapatismo: Cultura Y Libertad” on April 10 and was in part a
tribute to the 86th anniversary of the assassination of
General Emiliano Zapata.
Grupo Aire Libre is a collective art movement with the purpose of creating art by the people and for the people.
According to a press release, Grupo Aire Libre has a campaign of art in rebellion that uses and promotes free speech
zones.
The group supports the dissemination of culture by those
who work it because according to their philosophy culture
should no be left to the whims of a corporate sponsor.
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“Culture is not for sale, and it is not disposable. Culture takes its time and little by little it
takes its form. No one produces anything for
themselves anymore and most things are produced for us and so we conform,” said El
Ren.
According to El Ren, Grupo Aire Libre’s the
movement is not based on protest as much
as it is based on reclamation.
“The movement has a historical basis that
seeks not only to take back public space, but
time as well. Our goal is to document the history of the present and write the history of the
‘losers’, the defeated, of those from beneath,
of civil society, of you and me and not those
that scream things loud enough and long
enough for people to believe,” he said.
“Grupo Aire Libre is an anti-CNN Shellshock
device cutting through the daily bombardment
and integrating people with their surroundings.”
Grupo Aire Libre’s celebration of liberty and
culture can be found across the Valley from
Military Highway and Expressway 83, to near
the three International Bridges of Nuevo
Progreso and Reynosa Mexico, and on
avenues like Cage and 23rd.
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Protest art refers to the signs, banners and any other form of
creative expression used by activists to convey a particular
cause or message. Often used for demonstrations and civil
disobedience. Some key icons in protest art have been the
dove, the peace symbol and taunting messages.
Source: www.wikipedia.com

STUDENT OPINIONS
Aglae Gonzalez, psychology major
“It is a way to express what the artist really feels.
I feel that is a great way to have this type of art in
the community. It is better to have a mural or a
sculpture than a violent manifestation. Besides, it
is their right to express their ideas whatever way
they want.”
Roberto Acosta, art major

and true mission. I know it sounds corny, but
that’s the way it is. A painting without a message
is not art, it’s just a pretty picture.”
Irma Salazar, kinesiology major
“I don’t get the anger of some protest art. I know
it is not always like that because a lot of it carries
a positive message. But let’s face it; some protestors take their art to the extreme. I think there
are other ways to express your anger. If someone really wants to protest against hunger for
example, they should participate in community
events to help the needy. Drawing or painting is
not enough.”

However some art displays are not always
welcomed and have been under attack by
anti-art missions. Their reason: some art is
just too offensive.

“Protest art is complicated. But it serves a very
important purpose. I think that as long as we
have unafraid artists we’re going to see art at its
best. It is fear that makes art lose its essence

Columbia College in Chicago showcased Al
Brandther, an artist that created a panel of
enlarged postage stamps with the images of
Bush and a handgun in the background. The
Secret Service visited the exhibit titled, The
Axis of Evil: The Secret History of Sin, and
concluded that the works were considered a
threat.

This brings the point of “political correctness.”
According to A Free Country Web site, political correctness is itself a way of censorship. However,
many art exhibits have been shut down because of
their politically incorrect content and their anti-political missions.

But according to Karl Noyes, a writer for The
University of Minnesota student newspaper,
the Secret Service has been busy monitoring
and shutting down art exhibits across the
nation because of their anti-political content.

The American Civil Liberties Union Web site
explains that the freedom of imagination and
expression is supposed to be rooted and supported by the First Amendment and supported by
Supreme Court decisions.

Not only that, but according to Noyes’s article,
the Secret Service also stopped a Colorado
high school after a band calling itself the
“Coalition of the Willing” rehearsed Bob
Dylan’s “Master’s of War.”

But what happens when an in-your-face image of
political discontent is exhibited in a form of art you
don’t agree with? In fact, you are disgusted by it
and think that it should by destroyed.

So the question is how thin is the line
between offensive and the inoffensive, and
what dictates freedom of speech’s liberties
and limits?
According to the U.S. Constitution, Congress
cannot make laws restricting or prohibiting the
freedom of speech.
So what happens when art expression challenges the definition of those who think art is
art as long as it doesn’t cross the lines of
what they consider good taste and their socalled tactful ways of expression? And better yet, who decides what good taste is?
photo by Joel de la Rosa
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Well, there is no doubt that some controversial art
expression out there put our commitment to free
speech to the test. But it is explained in the
American Civil Liberties Union Web site, the truth
is that we are not allowed, and shouldn’t be
allowed to censor art expression simply because it
hurts our feelings.
The Web site reads, “The answer to free speech is
simple, and timeless: a free society is based on
the principle that each and every individual has the
right to decide what art or entertainment he or she
wants -- or does not want -- to receive or create.
Once you allow the government to censor someone else, you cede to it the power to censor you,
or something you like. Censorship is like poison
gas: a powerful weapon that can harm you when
the wind shifts.”

April 28, 2005

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Page 10

Universal Pictures
summer movie preview

“The 40 Year Old Virgin”
Release Date: Aug. 19
Genre: Comedy
Director: Judd Apatow
Cast: Steve Carell, Catherine Keener

“The Perfect Man”
Release Date: June 17
Genre: Romantic Comedy
Director: Mark Rosman
Cast: Hilary Duff, Heather Locklear

“The Skeleton Key”
Release Date: Aug. 12
Genre: Supernatural Thriller
Director: Iain Softley
Cast: Kate Hudson, Gina Rowlands

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

DIVINE — During a scene in “Heaven” Jesse Garza
(Caleb) reminisces about childhood memories.

‘Heaven’on UTPA
“Cinderella Man”
Release Date: June 17
Genre: Drama
Director: Ron Howard
Cast: Russell Crow, Renee Zellweger

“Kicking and Screaming”
Release Date: May 13
Genre: Comedy
Director: Jesse Dylan
Cast: Will Ferrell, Robert Duvall

“George A. Romero’s Land of the Dead”
Release Date: June 24
Genre: Horror
Director: George A. Romero
Cast: Simon Baker, John Leguizamo

Alex Garza, theater-speech instructor at The University
of Texas-Pan American presents “Heaven,” a one-act play.
There will be performances today at noon and 8 p.m. and
Friday at 8 p.m. in the Albert Jeffers Theatre.
“Ultimately, I’d like people to get a better understanding of different people and the human condition,” said
Garza.
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Some of the most well known speeches
have come from unlikely sources such as The
Daily Show’s Jon Stewart, when he spoke at
the College of William and Mary, Virg., in
1984.
“College is something you complete. Life
is something you experience. So don’t worry
about your grade, or the results or success.
Success is defined in myriad ways, and you
will find it, and people will no longer be grading you, but it will come from your own internal sense of decency,” Stewart said.
Many students are confused about what it
is that they should know and the fear sets in
about what they do not know, and how many
other people do. The truth is that there are
going to be thousands of graduates this year
from The University of Texas-Pan American
alone, and each individual has something to
contribute.
This year the speakers at UTPA are eclectic in their various fields. For the College of
Business Administration and the College of
Social & Behavioral Sciences the speaker is
Anna Cabral, treasurer of the United States.
Previously the Hispanic Association on
Corporate Responsibility’s president and
CEO, she was appointed to the President’s
Council on the 21st Century Work Force.
Cabral also served a two-year term on the
Diversity Council of the Premier Automotive

Group before being appointed treasurer.
For the College of Science and
Engineering and the College of Health
Sciences & Human Services the speaker is
Millie Mateu. She is the Hispanic education
program manager for NASA’s Minority
University Research and Education Division.
The College of Arts & Humanities will
entertain Victor Cabral, the senior counsel for
NBC/Telemundo Government Relations.
Cabral previously has worked with Verizon
Communications as well as on the U.S. Senate
Judiciary Committee.
The College of Education speaker is
Thomas Castro, President and CEO of Border
Media Partners. Border Media and its affiliates
own or operate six Spanish-language radio stations along the Texas-Mexico border. Castro
previously owned El Dorado Communications
and this is the fourth company he has founded.
“The speakers are important because you
get to hear from someone whose gone through
what you’ve gone through and how they got
the point where they’re at,” senior CIS major
Raul Rodriguez said.
UTPA commencement will be May 14,
and is set to be a day of joy and pride for many
graduates, who are to revel in that day and not
be too preoccupied about the future or work.
After all, commencement only comes
once for a graduate.
LAST STEP Lorena Lopez,
music senior,
performs her
cello recital,
with Dr. Dahila
Guerra
Tuesday night
in the Fine
Arts Building.

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
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Sophomore kinesiology major Vicki
Jones questions where this will lead.
“I don’t think it’s a good idea,” said Jones.
“Anyone could come in and if they can get a
license, what’s next, a Social Security card?”
Michael Faubion, interim chair of the
Department of History and Philosophy and
professor of history, disagrees. He believes
this bill may represent a double standard.
“Having been at both borders I can say
that there is a long tradition of the Canadian
border being treated different than the
Mexican border,” said Faubion. “One thing
people should think about is that the one terrorist that we’ve caught trying to enter the
country was from Canada, so the only evi-

RESEARCH

dence we have is that they are trying to come
from there.”
Currently the DPS accepts a document
similar to the matricula consular issued by the
Canadian government. Gov. Perry’s spokeswoman Kathy Walt explains that Canada has a
central birth registry and that the U.S. and
Canada have an agreement that allows for the
verification of Texas ID applicants.
While the fate of this bill is being decided
in Austin, the ramifications will most certainly
be felt in the Valley. Jen Simpson, a sophomore business management major, says she
has her concerns.
“It makes you feel like anyone can do it,”
said Simpson. “It just seems unsafe.”

continued from page 1

known as the Texas Commission of
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), released
results of soil tests, which indicate dangerous levels of pesticides.
The initial discovery emerged in 1985
with the EPA and TNRCC/TCEQ conducting multiple soil testing for which high levels of arsenic, chlordane, DDT, DDD,
Endosulfan, Alpha-BHC, taxaphene, aldrin
and other environmental pollutants that put
human health at fatal risks as well as the surrounding ecology. The area was categorized
as a Texas Superfund in 1997, and bioremediation cleanups have since followed unto
the beginning of this century.
“The maps will consist of a series of
possible topics that relate the environments
affected ranging from soil, groundwater,
surface water, air particles and biota,” said
Herrera.
The research maps will cover an area of
700-meters at 100-meters intervals for both
the former Mixing Chemical Plant, and
Hays-Sammons storage area that are found
in a couple of meters south of Expressway
83, near downtown Mission.
Herrera explained how some key environmental factors might have an impact.
“A very important factor that must be
considered, is how the hydrologic flooding
process works in this region, though there

may be much clay deposits that doesn’t stop
the gravity driven flood waters to run-off
even in a low topographic area like the
Valley,” she said.
She went on to say that the chemicals
involved are non-soluble, and that flooding
in the Rio Grande Valley area might only
cause more pollution.

Photo courtesy of Iris Salinas
THE PRICE - The real cost of indifference to
environmental problems can be seen in this
photo which shows tumors, skin lesions, and
ulcers attributed to long-term exposure to
toxic chemicals.

continued from page 1

Mexico.
Fred Elbel, media liason for the MMP,
explained that the project is designed to draw
attention to the border between the United
States and Mexico and to the steps that can
be taken to resolve that problem.
“The goal of the MMP is to do two
things. One, we want to show that retired
folks sitting in lawn chairs can effectively
prevent illegals from entering the country,”
Elbel said. “Two, we want to let the president
and Congress know that if [the government]
will not secure our borders according to U.S.
law, the citizens have shown that they are
ready and willing to do what the government
will not.”
Before participating in the border-monitoring activities, volunteers go through a
brief training session in which they are taught
the proper procedure that must be followed
when monitoring the border.
“So far, 831 people have gone through
the training sessions and have completed at
least one eight-hour shift monitoring the border,” said Elbel.
Volunteers are stationed in groups of
four to eight at observation posts and walking
patrols and are instructed to be on the lookout

for illegal aliens trying to enter the country.
When a suspected illegal alien is seen,
volunteers are to call U.S. Border Patrol
immediately and let Border Patrol agents
take it from there. No personal contact with
the illegal aliens is permitted except for in
cases where medical attention is needed.
According to Elbel, the name
‘MinuteMan’ was chosen because of the similarities that the organizers of the MMP see
between themselves and the colonial
Minutemen.
“The colonial MinuteMan were farmers
and citizens who at a moment’s notice would
leave their families to defend the fledgling
nation. Similarly, the Arizona Minutemen are
citizens who have left their homes and driven
down from all over to help us defend our border,” said Elbel.
According to Roy Cervantes, public
affairs officer for the Border Patrol’s
McAllen sector, there is currently no similar
group in South Texas.
One Border Patrol agent of four years,
who spoke on condition of anonymity,
explained that he believes there isn’t the
same need in South Texas because, “We’re
not as overrun by illegal aliens as Arizona

is.”
However, Elbel indicated that the leaders of the MMP hope to start a similar venture in Texas at the request of Texans who
have been in contact with them.
“We’ll have started a similar project in
Texas by October of this year. That’ll give us
a couple of months to get organized,” said
Elbel.
Elbel believes the Texas project will be
just as successful as the one currently under
way in Arizona.
“We’ve already demonstrated how easy
it is to secure our borders. Similar projects in
other states, such as Texas, will definitely be
very successful because it’s just so simple,”
Elbel said. “All you have to do is sit in a lawn
chair and the illegals won’t cross; the drug
pushers won’t cross.”
Some, such as the anonymous Border
Patrol agent, have voiced doubts about the
safety of the MinuteMan.
“[The MMP] could be a bad idea
because, what if something happens to [the
MinuteMan]? What if one of the illegals
shoots at them? When somebody gets hurt,
the family is going to blame Border Patrol,”
said the agent.

Others, such as the American Civil
Liberties Union, have raised concerns over
the possible mistreatment of illegal aliens.
The MMP stresses, however, that any
type of confrontation, violent or otherwise,
with suspected illegal aliens is prohibited.
“Our purpose is to work within the law
to enforce the law,” said Elbel.
Simcox and Gilchrist, two MMP leaders,
are currently in Washington D.C. speaking to
the Congressional Immigration Reform
Caucus, meeting with individual congressmen, and holding press conferences. By
demonstrating the success of their project,
they hope to convince legislators to allot
more funds for the protection of U.S. borders.
According to Elbel, the success of the
MMP is easy to measure just by looking at
the numbers: since the MMP began at the
beginning of the month, the minutemen have
reported 315 suspected illegal aliens to
Border Patrol.
“In the first ten days of our project we
have effectively shut down the border in the
section we’re monitoring whereas before
there would sometimes be hundreds of illegals crossing the border per night,” he said.
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continued from page 3

Bragg.
The student review section of the Web
site might useful to students as it allows
them to get opinions about professors from
anyone on campus, not just a circle of
friends.
“[The student reviews] give you a better
idea of what to expect from the class. We go
through all the reviews to make sure there’s
no profanity or personal attacks on professors but we do accept negative reviews as
long as they’re informative,” said Bragg.
Pick-A-Prof’s schedule planner allows
students to design one or more possible
schedules for each semester.
“You can map out your schedule to see if
classes overlap with each other or conflict
with your job schedule,” said Bragg.
Bragg also explained that after making a
schedule, Pick-A-Prof allows students to email it to their friends who would like to

PROFILE

take classes together, parents who want to
keep tabs on you and academic advisors.
Recently, Pick-A-Prof added a new service called Study Buddy, which allows students to chat in both university-wide and
course specific chat rooms.
“If you’re in Math 101 and it’s late at
night and you need help on an assignment,
you can just log on and see which of your
classmates is online at that moment,” said
Bragg. “You can ask anyone if they’ve done
the homework and hopefully they’ll be able
to help you.”
This semester is the first semester PickA-Prof is available to UTPA students and
likewise, Pick-A-Prof only gets better with
age.
“Encourage your friends to leave reviews
online about the teachers they’ve had
because more student reviews will increase
the value of the site for you,” said Bragg.

continued from page 6

grew up on a farm in Tennessee with six
siblings, he and his wife are happy to make
roots in the Valley with their two young
boys, Silas and Orion. They reside in
Edinburg and would likely turn down offers
elsewhere at this point.
Before coming to UTPA, Qualls taught at
Wake Forest University for two years where
he received both the Apple Pie Professor
teaching award and the Science Award for
research. Qualls, 33, has been teaching for
about five years and has done courses such
as: undergraduate physics, physical science,
and astronomy as well as a multitude of
labs. Other courses he has taught include:
Physical Science I and II, University
Physics I and II, Topics in Modern Physics,
Experimental
Methods,
Classical
Mechanics, and Intro to Solid State Physics.
ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
As busy as Qualls is with his research, he
doesn’t stay locked up in the lab all the
time. He has been an active faculty member
at both Wake Forest and UTPA. At Wake
Forest, he served as the Fencing Club
coach, and he mentored undergraduate and
graduate student research. At UTPA, he has
judged science fairs, helped with new student orientation and open houses, and has
participated in high school outreach programs.
Despite the stereotype that physicists are
about all work and no play, Qualls finds
time to goof around and have some fun.
Morgan Priolo, a physics student of Qualls’
and his research assistant for the summer,
tells of his attempt to dupe one of his classes last April Fool’s Day. He was going to
fool them into thinking he had made this
monumental discovery with room-temperature superconductors, and they were all
going to be rich because they had witnessed
it. In the end, he couldn’t get the logistics
organized, but Priolo thought the scheme
was pretty funny.
IN TRANSITION
Last summer, the National Science
Foundation awarded Qualls with a
$240,000 grant for his research over the
next three years. Qualls said he does experience some difficulty in getting funding at
UTPA due to the lack of infrastructure,
equipment and doctoral programs. He said a

lot of agencies are hesitant to fund the
school because they want to make sure it
will produce results.
“This university is making the transition
to research, and so it kind of slows things
down,” he said. “Again, it doesn’t have the
other infrastructures in place for doing
research at the moment, like administration,
like purchasing, and release time, things
like that.”
IMPRESSIVE TRACK RECORD
Qualls says his research is always ongoing; it is never just about solving a problem
and publishing it. Already, he’s had 58
papers published in journals such as
Synthetic Metals, Solid State Chemistry, the
Journal of Experimental & Theoretical
Physics, and Polyhedron. He averages about
three or four papers a year, more than most
physicists. Since he’s been teaching at
UTPA, he’s had about 10 papers published.
Priolo, a senior from Mission, is looking
forward to the opportunity to research with
Qualls this summer.
“His ability to teach me what I’m doing
will allow me to get the most out of the
research,” he said, “He just has the ability
to really connect... If there’s a relationship,
he helps me discover it. He’s just a really
good professor.”
Qualls is looking ahead. He has several
goals for the department, one of which is
developing a masters program in physics.
He also said he would really like to see the
Physics Department grow and be strengthened by increasing enrollment in the department, receiving more grant money, doing
more research, and receiving more recognition. He adds with a smile and a hopeful
tone that he would like the department to
get a bigger building as well.
“I would like to develop a material science at the university and heavily incorporate physics, chemistry and engineering and
to work together to try harder problems,”
Qualls said. This research focus is attractive
to external funding agencies and could benefit all three departments.
With that attitude and his willingness to
collaborate with the different departments,
Qualls is well on his way to discovering that
room-temperature superconductor that he
wanted to fool his class about.

Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

OUT WITH THE OLD-Daniel Gonzalez Jr. cuts down dead palm tree outside of University
library under supervision by Joaquin Aguirre.
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS

05-13-05

NEW ORLEANS

Groll/Krystofik (UNC) def. Buksik/Barto

05-14-05

NEW ORLEANS

(UTPA) 9-8.

Baseball

05-15-05

NEW ORLEANS

Vasos/Crail (UNC) def. Pena/Sloan (UTPA)

05-17-05

ARKANSAS

8-3.

05-18-05

ARKANSAS

Nuccio/McPherson

TCU SERIES
APRIL25-26

Golf

GAME 2
123456789 RHE

ROTC to hold 2005 physical fitness test
Events begin on Saturday
This Saturday, The University of Texas-Pan American ROTC will
hold the Army Physical Fitness Test. Events are open to all UTPA
students with a valid ID card and a $5 entry fee. APFT T-shirts will be
given to competitors.
The test will consist of three events; most push-ups and sit-ups in
two minutes, and fastest two-mile run. Top three male and female
finishers in each event will receive medals. This event this will held at
the UTPA Track & Field Stadium from 8 a.m. to noon.
The Army Rockwall will be present for everyone to challenge their
skills.

UTPA

000000000-0 3 0

TCU

0 0 0 3 3 0 0 2 x - 8 14 1

E - Ashwood 2; DP - UTPA 1; TCU 3. LOB
- UTPA 4; TCU 4. 2B - Ford 11; Huffman
9. HBP - Powers. CS - Alamia.
Attendance: 3251
GAME 1
123456789 RHE
UTPA

000110000-272

TCU

1 0 5 1 0 0 0 2 x - 9 11 2

WP - Demel (3-4). LP - Rodriguez, M. (1-

Broyles noted for performance against Western Kentucky

Broncs continue road-game woes
TCU beats UTPA in two-game series
Last weekend marked the final home games for the UTPA Broncs
baseball team, and they took two of three from Western Kentucky
University. On Tuesday, the Broncs started a two-game series against
Texas Christian University, dropping both games, 9-2 and 8-0.
In game one, the Horned Frog offense got them an early 6-0 lead.
After UTPA starter Mark Rodriguez was taken out, freshman Bobby
Gomez came in for relief. He faced 24 batters, striking out six. The
Broncs had trouble getting their runners home, as they left 10
potential points on base.
The offense did not show up for game two against TCU in an 8-0
losing decision. Bronc pitcher Ryne Foster had a decent night from
the mound, as he pitched seven respectable innings, facing 29
batters and giving up seven runs before being relieved by closer Tim
Haines in the eighth inning. The TCU pitching staff fanned eight.
The Broncs (now 14-33 for the year) start a three-game series
against Dallas Baptist today. They then have six games remaining;
two of their opponents are ranked, #1 Texas and #14 Arkansas.

Dorados player earns weekly honors
Robinson named U.S. Army Ironman of the Week

ROUND 1
1. San Francisco:

1. Wm. & Mary 293 299 300 892 -28
T2. N. Carolina 291 299 303 893 +29
T2. Virginia

289 302 302 893 +29

4. Maryland

302 303 305 910 +46

5. Furman

300 305 315 920 +56

6. Richmond

311 306 311 928 +64

7. Wilmington 317 305 311 933 +69
8. UTPA

302 320 313 935 +71

9. James Mad. 303 313 320 936 +72
10. Liberty

322 320 326 968 +104

Save - None.
E - Flowers; Rodriguez, M.; Ford;
Huffman. DP - TCU 1. LOB - UTPA 10;
Ford; Huffman; Estrada. 3B - Ford;
Walker. HR - Adams. CS - Conlon.
Attendance: 1361

5-06-05 Natl. Minority Golf Champs.

GAME 3
123456789 RHE
WKU

0 0 0 4 0 2 1 0 0 - 7 12 2

UTPA

111100000-4 8 3

WP - Griffin (4-5). LP - Guerra (5-4).
Save - None.

5-19-05 NCAA Central Regional Champs.
5-20-05 NCAA Central Regional Champs.
5-21-05 NCAA Central Regional Champs.
6-02-05 NCAA Division I Natl. Champs.
6-03-05 NCAA Division I Natl. Champs.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 - 1 12 3

WP - Broyles (2-1). LP - Muck (0-2).
Save - None.
E - Armstrong; Ransdell; Scriven. DP WKU 1; UTPA 1. LOB - WKU 11; UTPA 6.
2B - Grogan. HBP - Alamia; Mackie;
Jones; Rodriguez, R. SH - Rodriguez, R.
SB Towns; Alamia. CS - Mackie; Jones.
Attendance: 201

05-06-05 National Minority Golf Champs.
05-07-05 National Minority Golf Champs.
05-08-05 National Minority Golf Champs.

RHE

WKU

1 0 1 0 6 1 1 1 0 - 11 13 3

UTPA

4 0 0 2 1 0 0 4 1 - 12 11 4

Tennis

Scriven; Jones. SF - Gordon. SB Newton; Robertson; Cooper; Jones.
Attendance: 359
REMAINING 2005 BASEBALL SCHEDULE
04-28-05

DALLAS BAPTIST

04-29-05

DALLAS BAPTIST

04-30-05

DALLAS BAPTIST

05-12-05

TEXAS

Jammai Brown, OT, Oklahoma
14. Carolina:
Thomas Davis, S, Georgia
Derrick Johnson, OLB, Texas

MEN

Travis Johnson, DT, Florida State

UTPA VS. UT-SAN ANTONIO
APRIL 22

17. Cincinnati:
David Pollack, DE, Georgia
18. Minnesota:

Bianco (UTPA) vs. Andrado (UTSA) NR.
Portois (UTSA) def. Salvo (UTPA) 6-4, 6-4.
Almeida (UTSA) def. Porter (UTPA) 7-5, 64.

Erasmus James, DE, Wisconsin
19. St. Louis:
Alex Barron, OT, Florida State
20. Dallas:

Steil (UTPA) vs. Hoglund (UTSA) NR.

Marcus Spears, DE, Louisiana State

Chaves (UTSA) def. Esmail (UTPA) 6-2, 63.

21. Jacksonville:
Matt Jones, WR, Arkansas

Cantu (UTPA) vs. Olfindo (UTSA) NR.

22. Baltimore:

DOUBLES:

Mark Clayton, WR, Oklahoma

Andrade/Almeida

(UTSA)

def.

Salvo/Esmail (UTPA) 8-5.

Hoglund/Becker

23. Oakland:
Fabian Washington, CB, Nebraska

(UTSA) NR.

24. Green Bay:
Aaron Rodgers, QB, California

(UTSA)

def.

Martinez/Porter (UTPA) 8-2.

25. Washington:
Jason Campbell, QB, Auburn
26. Seattle:

WOMEN

Save - None.

WKU 8; UTPA 10. 2B - Grogan; Newton;

Demarcus Ware, DE, Troy State

16. Houston:

WP - Haines (2-2). LP - Durr (2-3).

Rodriguez, P. DP - WKU 1; UTPA 1. LOB -

Mike Williams, WR, USC
11. Dallas:

15. Kansas City:

Bianco/Steil (UTPA) vs. Chaves/Portois

GAME 1
123456789

Carlos Rogers, CB, Auburn
10. Detroit:

Shawne Merriman, OLB, Maryland

SINGLES:

10000401x- 6 5 0

Antrel Rolle, CB, Miami
9. Washington:

13. New Orleans:

SH - Rodriguez, M. SB - Jones.

UTPA

7. Minnesota:

REMAINING 2005 WOMEN’S GOLF SCHEDULE

Gordon. HR - Newton. HBP - Wilhite 2.

WKU

Canell Williams, RB, Auburn
6. Tennessee:

12. San Diego:

UTPA 10. 2B - Grogan; Alamia; Flowers;

GAME 2

Cedric Benson, RB, Texas
5. Tampa Bay:

6-04-05 NCAA Division I Natl. Champs.

2. DP - WKU 1; UTPA 1. LOB - WKU 8;

123456789 R H E

Braylong Edwards, WR, Michigan.
4. Chicago:

8. Arizona:

5-08-05 National Minority Golf Champs.

E - Towns; Scriven; Rodriguez, M.; Mackie

Attendance: 205

Ronnie Brown, RB, Auburn
3. Cleveland:

Troy Williamson, WR, S. Carolina

5-07-05 Natl. Minority Golf Champs.

6-01-05 NCAA Division I Natl. Champs.

WEST-KENTUCKY SERIES
APRIL 22-24

Alex Smith, QB, Utah
2. Miami:

Adam Jones, CB, W. Virginia

UTPA VS. N. COLORADO
APRIL 22

E - Newton; Cooper; Scriven; Gutierrez 3;

Rio Grande Valley Dorados fullback/linebacker Chris Robinson was
selected as the arenafootball2 U.S. Army Ironman of the Week for his
outstanding performance against Bakersfield. Robinson aided in the
40-32 win.
He rushed for 44 yards and had a touchdown in the team’s first
victory of the season. Currently, Robinson is second in the league in
rushing yards with 79. He had a pair of sacks plus 3.5 tackles against
Bakersfield, and also recorded the franchise’s first-ever safety.
The Dorados face the Bossier-Shreveport Battle Wings on May 2nd
at the Dodge Arenda, game begins at 7:30 p.m.

2005 NFL DRAFT

REMAINING 2005 MEN’S GOLF SCHEDULE

TCU 6. 2B - Eichel; Broyles; Musslewhite;

Senior pitcher Ricky Broyles was honored Tuesday as the NCAA
Division I Independent Pitcher of the Week for his outstanding
performance against Western Kentucky last weekend.
In game two of the Western Kentucky series, Broyles threw a
complete game, and for the week pitched 13 outstanding innings for
a 0.69 earned run average. He sent five Hilltopper batters back to the
dugout after strikeouts in Saturday’s game.
Broyles is currently 1-1 on the season for the Broncs, with a 3.92
ERA in eight visits to the mound.
The only other pitcher that has pitched a complete game was Aaron
Guerra against Dallas Baptist.

NFL

CAVALIER CLASSIC
APRIL 23-24

1).

Bronc named Indy Pitcher of the Week

def.

MEN

WP - Ashwood (2-0). LP - Foster (0-7).
Save - None.

(UNC)

Saenz/Lopez (UTPA) 8-0.

SINGLES:
Groll (UNC) def. Buksik (UTPA) 6-1, 6-1.
Krystofik (UNC) def. Barto (UTPA) 6-2, 1-6,
1-0.
Nuccio (UNC) def. Sloan (UTPA) 6-0, 6-1.
Vasos (UNC) def. Pena (UTPA) 5-0,
retired.
Crail (UNC) def. Saenz (UTPA) 6-0, 6-0.
Alexander (UNC) def. Lopez (UTPA) 6-0, 60.
DOUBLES:

Chris Spencer, C, Mississippi
27. Atlanta:
Roddy White, WR, Alabama-Birmingham
28. San Diego:
Luis Castillo, DT, Northwestern
29. Indianapolis:
Marlin Jackson, CB, Michigan
30. Pittsburgh:
Heath Miller, TE, Virginia
31. Philadelphia:
Mike Patterson, DT, USC
32. New England:
Logan Mankins, OG, Fresno State
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Soccer club seeks fresh talent
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Last weekend marked inaugural
tryouts for the first-ever soccer club at
UTPA, as 118 students came out to the
intramural fields to test their skills and
find out about the newest addition to
intramural sports.
The student organization, Real
Sociedad started as a club for students
who were enthusiastic about the game of
soccer; after years of friendly
competition the group decided to start an
official club and compete against other
colleges. Now, with the help of the Office
of the Dean of Students and the crew at
Intramural Rec-sports, the ball is rolling.
The word “tryout” is a bit overstated,
as all the people who came out last week
will be part of what will be known as
Broncs Soccer Club at UTPA.
“Unlike athletics, anyone that tries out
will stay in the club,” stated Intramural
Rec-Sports coordinator Jerome Osborne.
“This was more like a membership drive
than a tryout; it was created to make
people aware of the soccer club.”
The actual tryout consisted of a skills
test, sprints, juggling, goal kicks and
throw-ins. And there was a lot of live play
the end of the day.
“It was mostly scrimmaging though,
they didn’t want to leave,” said Osborne,
who noted that the women’s turnout was
solid. “Twenty women showed up, and
we really didn’t expect that. But we are
really going to need more once it starts to

pick up.”
you don’t have to play soccer to join. We
There will be intramural men’s and need people to help with marketing and
women’s teams and a division for business aspects and other things too.”
students only and one for students,
Along those lines, the club is still
faculty and alumni. Then there will also accepting members to be involved in the
be two more skilled traveling clubs, one subcommittees. In addition to athletic
for men and one for women, consisting talent, decent academic standing will also
of 25 players each. The Broncs Soccer be necessary for potential members.
Club at UTPA hopes to gain membership
“This is going to be just like any
into the Lone Star Central Soccer Club, other organization, they will have to
with such Big 12 schools like University report grades,” said Charlie Casarez,
of Texas-Austin and Texas A&M- Intramural Rec-Sports coordinator. “I’d
College Station.
like to check up on their grades.”
This Saturday will be the first open
The Broncs Soccer Club at UTPA can
practice for students who have tried out.
be seen at the Last Bash today selling
“We are going to work out through
tacos as its first fundraiser.
the summer because not everyone is in
shape for
competition,” said
Osborne. “After
the real tryouts, we
will have our 25
men and 25
women for the
actual
competition.” The
Broncs are hoping
to start competition
in the Lone Star
Central League in
the fall.
Broncs Soccer
Club at UTPA is
more than just a
Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
club for soccer
players, Obsorne
A DOUBLE? - Right fielder Kari Kanipe catches practice hits
Ed Martinez/The Pan American
added.
“Every
yesterday in practice. The playoff-bound Edinburg North
major is needed, UNO...DOS - Members of Real Sociedad celebrate after
Cougars are 25-1 and face La Joya in a warmup Saturday.
their win against Team Arsenal in the championship game.

BIOMAT USA
Earn Up To $140.00 Per Month, by donating
America’s most valuable resource ‘The Human Spirit’.
Isn’t this the time to start donating?
400 North 10th Street
McAllen, TX 78501
956-686-0042

- Monthly Cash Drawings up to
$250.
- Receive $20 first donation, $30
second donation of the first week.
- Then receive $15 first donation,
$20 second donation of the week.

Plasma is a valuable resource in times
of crisis. Used in the treatment for
shock, burn victims, hemophiliacs,
cancer patients and immune
globulins/vaccines. 1 out of every 2
families will be touched by medication
made from plasma.

Average Donation Time is 90 minutes.
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Bronc postseason glance: Track, tennis, golf teams
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
UTPA’s Broncs and Lady Broncs are preparing to finish up
the track and field season with several big competitions in the
next few weeks.
The teams are getting ready to go to the NCAA Division I
Regional Championships in Norman, Okla., May 27-28. With
two meets left in the season, eight UTPA athletes have already
qualified for the regional championships, and Coach Ricky
Vaughn thinks the year has been a success for the program.
“I think we’ve had a really good year. We’ve had several
school records broken,” said Vaughn. “We have the most people we’ve ever had qualify for the NCAA Regionals so far, so
by and large we’ve had a great season.”
The most recent regional qualifier is senior sprinter
Rowena Hamlet. Her mark of 59.96 in the 400-meter hurdles
at the Spira Invitational in El Paso less than two weeks ago
allowed her to clinch a
regional spot for the
second straight year.
First-time regional
competitor
Stephanie Perez,
who
competes in the discus,
is pleased to be
making
the postAna Pena
season trip.
“It’s
really
exciting. I just
can’t wait for it,
but I have to focus,” said sophomore Perez. “I have to focus
on my own strengths, and not worry about others.”
Vaughn says that there are possibly one to three more
UTPA athletes with a chance at the regionals. And when it
comes to next year, he is optimistic.
“You know we lose a real strong group of seniors that have
really come a long way in the four years that I’ve been here,”
Vaughan said. “But we’ve had some good recruiting classes,
and I think some of these freshmen and
sophomores will step up and will
continue the progression that
we’ve made.”
Both
men’s
and
women’s teams will next
compete
at
the
Rice/Runsport
Twilight meet in
Houston
on
Saturday. The regular season will end
for the squads at the
H o u s t o n
Invitational on May
7. And then it’s on to
Oklahoma.

A.J. Hohn

SPRING NOTES
The UTPA women’s golf team
has one more tournament before its
season comes to a close, the National
Minority Golf Championships in
Port St. Lucie, Fla., My 6-8.
Junior Lady Bronc Nikki Boychuk
is excited about the tournament.
“We’ve played this course. It is our
third year to play there, everyone who is
going has played there,” said Boychuk.

“Hopefully we’ll break our record (of 299), and have a good
time.”
The team is disappointed to not be competing in the NCAA
Central Regional Championships in Lubbock May 5-7, but
they are not letting the circumstances keep them down.
“Obviously we didn’t do as well as we wanted because our
main goal was to be invited to regionals,” said Boychuk. “We
didn’t do that, but it isn’t all bad. We have new players coming in next year, and we can look ahead to next year.”
“We’re looking forward to next season,” said Boychuk.
“Unfortunately we are losing two players. They are graduating, but with that new players get to come in, so we’re always
thinking ahead.”
This season the team won two tournaments and finished in
the top four in four others. The Lady Broncs played against
some tough competition, and plan on doing so again in 20052006.
“Coach is getting us into good tournaments, competitive
tournaments and hopefully we can get our ranking up to where
we want to be,” said Boychuk.
UTPA Coach Barb Odale is pleased with the team’s performance.
“Overall we played well. We achieved a top-100 ranking
and that’s the first time in school history,” said Odale of her
team, which ranked 87th in the nation at one point this season.
“We’ve shown people that we can play golf down here.”
Currently the Lady Broncs golf team is nationally ranked
102nd out of 270.
Odale is also looking forward to the National Minority
Championships.
“Obviously we are going to be gunning to win it. I would
look for us to finish one, two, three, four, five, and maybe set
the school record again, maybe closer to 295,” said Odale. “I
think that is going to be kind of our focus, to keep the girls
looking toward ultimate goals, not just our opponents. Then
also keeping them focused on their studies because they’ll be
studying for finals at that time.”
The coach is definitely hoping the team will improve and
be playing in the NCAA
Central
Regional
Championships next May.
“That’s the thing we will
really be striving toward next
year, especially with our three
juniors going to be seniors,”
said Odale. “Having three seniors and some seasoned veterans, I really think next year
could be even better than this
year, and obviously we would
be looking at that regional bid.”
“We will be looking for a
few more wins, looking for a
few higher places in the bigger
tournaments and then look to
have a little more consistency,”
said Odale. “We have to eliminate double-bogies, and make
bogey our highest mistake.”
The UTPA men’s golf team
will also be competing in the
National
Minority
Golf
Championships in Port St.
Lucie, May 5-7.
The Broncs have had their
share of struggles this season.
Coach Drew Scott says even
though the year has been rough,
they still hope to do well in
Florida.
“I’m
really
looking forward to
it. I

Rowena Hamlet

know the guys are. It has been a long semester. We played in
a lot of tournaments, but we’re really setting our sights on that
tournament,” said Scott. “It is our final event of the year. Even
though we aren’t in a conference this is kind of our championship.”
One of the recent bright spots for UTPA men’s golf this
season was the performance of freshman A.J. Hohn at the
Boilermaker Invitational. A little over a week ago, Hohn
scored a career low of 71 at the West Lafayette, Ind., tournament. He finished tied for ninth, the highest finish for a Bronc
golfer this season.
The National Minority Championships will be the fourth
tournament for the men’s squad in a month. Scott said that he
is also making sure his team has time to study for final exams,
that begin the day after they finish their season.
At the Andrea Brotto Cavalier Classic in Charlottesville,
Virg., last weekend, the team finished in 10th place.
Freshman Kyle Tudi finished in the highest spot of the five
Bronc competitors, tied at the no. 19 spot.
“It was exciting to see another player finish in the top 20.
Top 20s are always nice to have, especially when you are a
freshman. He was really consistent,” said Scott. “He shot 74,
80 and 77, not great scores, but considering the teams we were
playing against it’s good, and also it’s a very challenging golf
course.”
“Each of the players have had solid rounds at some point
or another this semester, so hopefully we can all bring it
together at the same time next week, and have a solid last tournament,” said Scott.
In preparation for next year the UTPA men’s golf team has
already signed three high school golfers.
“We got three players, all from the Dallas area. We’re really excited about them. They’re excited about coming here,”
said Scott of future Broncs Blake Hughey, Shane Pearce, and
Brandon Pelletier. “They all have good solid high school credentials. Two of them finished in the top 15 at the state championship last year as juniors, so we will look to see how they
do this year at the state championship.”
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Roadrunners’ season ahead despite preseason jinx
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
Summer baseball nears, as the days get hotter in deep
South Texas. Looking past troubles with their home field,
the Edinburg Roadrunners opened spring training Monday
at Edinburg Baseball Stadium. The team will be practicing
until the season opener May 5 in Robstown. Before that,
they will host the Coastal Bend Aviators in exhibition play
Tuesday.
During spring training, the Roadrunners will have
returning veterans plus a number of new ones trying out,
including McAllen slugger Anthony Salinas and pitcher
Mike Aguirre of Edinburg.
“We have a couple of spots available, and we bring guys
to compete for those jobs. There might be some guys that
are good enough to make the team, but for some reasons
they don’t, said Roadrunner manager Vince Moore.
The Roadrunners will be looking to repeat as Central
Baseball League champions, even though there have been
obstacles lately. They have had a tough off-season, first
losing manager Chad Tredaway who led the franchise to
two CBL championships in 2001 and 2004 and one of the
best records in independent baseball.
There have also been departures of players, notably
Patrick O’Sullivan, Ryan Lehr and Ryan Webb, and the
Roadrunners will need to find new key players to fill in for
these .300 hitters.
“Every year we lose key guys, everyone is replaceable
and I think found some guys that can fill those roles and do
a pretty good job at it,” Moore said. “The goal is just to
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BATTING PRACTICE - Eric Gonzalez (left) a Valley native
from La Feria, waits his turn at the plate with a teammate.

come out better this year. I put the best guys that I can find
out there. Right now things are going good, we’re working

pretty well. We are just excited about the upcoming
season.”
Returning infielders Anthony Angel and Eric Gonzalez
will most likely start where they left off last season when
they both hit .300 batting range. One of the best moves that
the Roadrunners organization made this off-season was the
resigning of shortstop Aaron Sisk.
In 2004, Sisk had a .252 batting average for the season
with 42 RBI, was second with 11 home runs 14 stolen
bases. He is a prototype utility player as he played third
base, shortstop and left field for the Roadrunners during
last year’s record-breaking season.
“All those guys from last year can turn it up a notch, but
I’m looking for Aaron Sisk to do some good stuff for us this
year,” Moore said. “The past couple of years he has always
put it on slow and then we figure it out in the second half,
but this year I’m actually looking for him to start up fast.”
Moore goes from being a star player to the manager
role, and recently dealt with the possibility of not having a
home field. The Edinburg City Commission actually
canceled the lease the team’s lease on Edinburg Baseball
Stadium due to slow bill payment. But the money has been
paid and the season is on again.
But this hiccup won’t ruin the new skipper’s stride
toward repeating as league champs. Moore said that he
expects his team to be very competitive, like it has been
since the 2001 season.
“I don’t really think about it, my job is on the field. I
stay out of that,” Moore said. “Their [front office] job is to
handle that type of stuff.”

Senior ladies prepare for life after Bronc hoops
By DEVIN REED
Special to The Pan American
As graduation draws near, feelings of
sorrow, excitement and rejoicing fill the hearts
of Lady Bronc basketball seniors Ashley
Roberts, Dawnne Cheadle, Jennifer Arriola,
Jennifer Piwonka and Molly Schamel. For
years they looked forward to the day they
would walk across the stage to receive their
degrees. May 14, commencement day is
almost here, and the fortunate few will enjoy
the festivities.
Coming together in August 2003 each one
of these ladies had a goal in mind, graduating
on time. In striving to accomplish this, many
people were willing to assist them.
Each player was assigned a coach to keep
track of their academic progress. Tish Brewer
also helped as an academic adviser. Weekly
meetings were scheduled with coaches and
Brewer. They consisted of discussions of
weekly quizzes, tests, homework assignments
and papers. Help was available in abundance.
“Coach [Tracy] Anderson was my adviser,
she made sure I was on top of school and when
I was ineligible she helped me get on track,”
said Ashley Roberts.
Although each one of these individuals
received help and guidance, they will not all
be walking across the University of Texas-Pan
American’s stage on the same day. Piwonka
and Arriola are the only two participating in
the celebration.
“This is the day I have dreamed of for so
many years, I refused to let anything come
between me and that degree,” said Piwonka,
who is currently fulfilling her requirements as
a student teacher at Edinburg High School. All

season she was involved in a veritable battle
with teaching and athletics.
“It is hard knowing that your team is at
practice getting better while you’re at work,
there was numerous times I just wanted to

graduation is still close enough to taste.
Arriola plans to attend Monterrey Tech in
Mexico, where she will be part of the women’s
basketball team in exchange for the payment
of 90 percent of her master’s degree.

From left: Ashley Roberts, Jennifer Arriola, Jennifer Piwonka, Molly Schamel, Dawnne Cheadle.

quit,” she said.
At the end of the academic year she will
begin her search for a Division I program
where she plans to begin her coaching career.
This season, Piwonka played a major role in
helping develop the team’s talented
newcomers. She finished her last season
averaging 2.3 points per game and 2.3 assists.
Biology/pre-med major Jennifer Arriola
won’t walk across the stage, but she said

“I really wanted to continue playing, by
going to Tech I will get that opportunity while
getting my education paid for,”Arriola said.
The Rio Rico, Ariz. native contributed nearly
2 points and 2 rebounds per game this season
as a valuable reserve.
Many athletes arrive at UTPA from other
colleges. Transferring seemed to be an issue
that presented consistent problems.
“Coming into the program I was undecided

about my major, I was expecting to be here at
least another year,” said Dawnne Cheadle. “I
viewed this year as if it was my first.”
She is scheduled to return in the fall to
complete her sociology degree in Roswell,
N.M.. Cheadle will be expected to manage not
only her studies, but also activities in the
dormitory as the resident assistant. Being an
RA allows her to eliminate room and board
fees.
While each individual had doubts about
graduating on time, Molly Schamel was not
willing to accept falling short. She took 21
hours last semester and 18 hours the next.
“The coaches were very helpful, they paid
for more hours so I could get closer to my
graduation,” said Schamel, who is nine hours
shy of completing her psychology degree.
As Schamel waits for the word about her
playing future she continues to work out in
preparation for possible international
competition. When she returns home to
Hector, N.Y., she intends on working out with
the Empires team, an elite group of collegiate
females. She plans to begin work toward a
doctorate in psychology if her basketball
dream doesn’t work out.
Each one of the Lady Broncs will be
remembered for their part in building UTPA’s
women’s basketball program, which won a
record 14 games this season. Cheadle finished
the year averaging eight minutes of playing
time a game. Roberts contributed 14 minutes,
5.3 points and 1.5 rebounds per game.
Schamel’s 20 minutes, 7 points and 4.3
rebound per game landed her on the AllIndependent Team as an honorable mention
pick.

